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The study "Identification of needs and key factors for the implementation of innovations by 
SMEs" is carried out in connection with the implementation of a contract dd 3 November 2017 
for the provision of a consultancy service within the framework of the project Increasing the 
Innovation Capacity of Small and Medium Enterprises - SMEINNOBOOST BALKAN 
MEDITERRANEAN PROGRAM 2014-2020.

The contract is mandated to produce an Analysis of SME needs, key success factors / failure to 
generate and implement innovations in the context of the first two phases of the innovation cycle 
- proof of concept and innovation development. The survey will cover 3 countries: Bulgaria, 
Albania and Macedonia.

This Statement is intended to show what studies and SAT have been and are currently in place. 
This is important to be able to optimize the current study on the project.
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Our research has shown that there are many SAT researches and 

developments on innovation, including those assigned by the 

European Commission. They are in different application areas, as you 

will see in the presentation. 

Some are evaluating innovations themselves, others are applying 

innovations in different areas, others are for generating innovation in 

corporate structures. There is also research on the implementation of 

innovation by small and medium-sized enterprises. On the next slides 

you will see some of the studies.
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167923605000564

Intelligent decision system and its application in business innovation self assessment

Author links open overlay panel Dong-LingXuMcCarthyJian-BoYang

Abstract

In this paper, it is described how a multiple criteria decision analysis software tool, the 
Intelligent Decision System (IDS), can be used to help business self-assessment. Following a 
brief outline of a model for assessing business innovation capability and the IDS software, the 
process of using IDS to implement different types of assessment questions is discussed. 

It is demonstrated that IDS is a flexible tool capable of handling different types of data in self-
assessment, including uncertain and incomplete data, and providing a wide range of 
information including scores, performance diversity, strength and weakness profile and 
graphics.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167923605000564
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167923605000564
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http://www.fguell.com/en/barometer-innovation-new-self-assessment-tool/

Barometer of innovation: A new self-assessment tool.

by Francesc Güell on 17/04/2013 in Agile innovation, Evaluation and measures, Processes

This is a tool for evaluation and self-assessment on innovation management and innovation 
capability of companies and organisations.

It focuses on the areas that we think are the key for success of the process and the creation of an 
innovative culture.

Innovation is considered as a process. It is the management process that will allow the company 
survive and grow into the future.

Innovation management is the management of this process and its continuous improvement 
through measures.

http://www.fguell.com/en/barometer-innovation-new-self-assessment-tool/
http://www.fguell.com/en/author/francescguell/
http://www.fguell.com/en/category/agile-innovation/
http://www.fguell.com/en/category/evaluation-and-measures/
http://www.fguell.com/en/category/processes/
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http://www.europafacile.net/Formulari/CIP/Imprese/2009/ENT_CIP_09_C-

N01S003/IMP%C2%B3rove_Information.pdf

IMP³rove is the acronym given to the term "IMProvement of Innovation Management ... 

detailed description of the online platform containing the online self-assessment tool .... 

assessment tool. It consists of two major components: the self-assessment module, and the 

modules with generalInnovation Management content.

http://www.europafacile.net/Formulari/CIP/Imprese/2009/ENT_CIP_09_C-N01S003/IMP%C2%B3rove_Information.pdf
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https://www.irbnet.de/daten/iconda/CIB10787.pdf

iCON: A WEB-BASED INNOVATION ASSESSMENT TOOL FOR CONSTRUCTION 

ORGANISATIONS Department of Civil and Building Engineering, Loughborough 

University

Abstract: Many studies have shown that construction companies are

not able to deliver on their potential to innovate. In response to the

increasing concern over the lack of innovativeness for the

construction organisations.

An innovation assessment tool called “iCon” was developed to provide

a rapid online assessment of innovative practices and competencies

in construction companies. The paper describes the development of

the tool for the construction industry and reviews existing

innovation assessment tools and models, from within and outside of

the industry. It outlines the development of a Self- Assessment

Model and Prototype Application for the construction companies.

https://www.irbnet.de/daten/iconda/CIB10787.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/heinnovate_en

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Supporting education and training in Europe and beyond

HEInnovate: A Self-Assessment Tool for Innovation and Entrepreneurship

What is it about?

HEInnovate

is an online self-assessment tool designed to provide Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) with advice, ideas, and inspiration for the effective management of institutional 
and cultural change.First discussed at the March 2011 University-Business Forum , the 
concept of HEInnovate

arose from the need to identify the defining concepts and characteristics of an 
entrepreneurial HEI and create a "Guiding Framework" that would be freely available 
as a tool for learning and inspiration.

https://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/heinnovate_en
https://www.heinnovate.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/university-business_en
https://www.heinnovate.eu/
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https://www.interregeurope.eu/esspo/news/news-article/218/self-evaluation-tool-for-
sme-innovation-support/

SELF-EVALUATION TOOL FOR SME INNOVATION SUPPORT

The partners of the ESSPO project have designed this self-assessment tool to make a 
first analysis of the SME support program to improve them in a later stage. During 
this analysis, ESSPO partners have involved managing authorities, responsible of 
the programmes and regional stakeholders, etc. ESSPO is financed by European 
Regional Development Fund through Interreg Europe programme.

What is it about?
This self-assessment questionnaire improves programmes and support services 
portfolios for Small and Medium Enterprises in European regions. It is designed to 
provide program managers with advice, ideas, and inspiration for the effective 
management of programmes for SMEs competitiveness and innovation.

https://www.interregeurope.eu/esspo/news/news-article/218/self-evaluation-tool-for-sme-innovation-support/
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As can be seen from the above slides, research and SAT are different. 

The research from the previous two slides is closest to our project. 

There are other similar studies in different fields, including 

innovation in small and medium-sized enterprises. It is noteworthy 

that none has explored the innovative potential and application of 

innovation by micro enterprises and self-employed. 

Given the specificities of partner countries in this project, we believe 

that this research will be important. In Bulgaria, for example, the 

share of microenterprises is over 96% of the total number of 

enterprises in the country. We assume that the proportion of micro-

enterprises is similar in Greece, Albania and Macedonia.
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